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. Tn ;he H. 1 goeth forth: 2 
© thine Enemies, then OR thee from 


every wicked Thing. 


E read in ſacred Hiſtory (2 Sam. 
% xxiv. 12, 13.) that when God was 
8 > ſo provok'd with David for num- 
bering the People, as to reſolve to 
We Var! Wo) puniſh him for it; the Prophet 
Wu Gad was ſent to him on this Meſ- 
age ; Go and ſay unto David, thus ſaith the Lord, 

J offer thee three Things; chooſe thee one of them, 
| that J may do it unto thee: Shall ſeven Years of 
Famine come unto thee in thy Land? Or wilt thou 
flee three Months before thine Enemies, while they. 
Purſue thee ? Or that there be three Days Peſtilence 
in thy Land? Now adviſe, and ſee what Anſwer I 
ſaall return to him that ſent me. Theſe are the 
three fore Calamities, with one or other of which 
God is us'd to puniſh the Sins of Nations and Peo- 
ple, when they are riſen to ſuch a Heighth, as that 
he ſees it not fit to bear any longer with them; and 
one can't eaſily conceive of any Thing more di- 
me than to. be under a Neceſlity of making 
B- 


2 I A SE RMON preached 01 hy: 


an Option of one of them. The leavin N 
David's Choice was, indeed, a great Proo of 1 
divine Clemency, and ſhew'd ee in the midſt of 
Judgment he remember'd Mercy: For tho' Gad 
might have inflicted either Famine, or Peſtilence, 
or Sword, or even all of them; and tho? they are 
all dreadful Calamities; yet they were not, it ſeems, 
equally dreadfu] in David's Eſtimation. And ac- 
cordingly we are told, per. 14. he ſaid unto the 
Prophet, I am in a great Strait: Let us now fall 
into the Hand of the Lord (for his Mercies are 
great ) and let me not fall into the Hand of Man. 
It is true, indeed, that when a Nation or People 
are viſited with any one of theſe Calamities, they 
fall into the Hand of God ; his Providence 1 is con- 
cernd in bringing it upon them He continues, or 
reſtrains, or cauſes it to ceaſe, when he ſees fit: 
But there is this Difference, that whereas in the 
Deſolation made by Famine or Peſtilence, there is 
no direct Agency of Man; it is the Hand of God 
that does it by Means out of Mens Power, and not 
at all ſubjeck to their Direction and Management; 
in the Deſolation made by War, the Hand of Man 
is em 0 they are the Inſtruments of it; their 
Miſtakes and Prejudices, their Luſts and Paſſions, 
are concern'd : And whilſt God is always juſt, and 
there is generally a Mixture of Mercy too, in the 
Judgment which he inflicts; Men are very often not 
only unmerciful and cruel, but unjuſt too. Some- 
what of this Kind it was, that determin'd David's 
Choice : For he ſeems to refer it back again to God 
to ſend either Famine or Peſtilence; and deſires on- 
ly that Men might not be the Inſtruments of his 
Puniſhment. | 
It is probable we are moſt of us in ſome Degree 
ſenſible 15 the Loſſes and Inconveniences, the Mi- 
ſery, the Slaughter, the Deſolation, which generally 
more or leſs attend a State of War: But, few of 
us, 
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us, I ſuppoſe, are aware that of all the Calamities 
with which an angry God is wont to puniſh a ſinful 
Nation, War is in ſome Views the moſt Uread- 
ful, and may in its Conſequences prove the moſt 
pernicious and deſtructive. Thotightleſs Peo- 
ple, while they live ſeeutely at home, and feel no- 
thing more of the Inconveniencies of War, than 
being oblig'd to contribute towards the Expende of 
catrying it on; and know Hothitis more ef the 
Terrors of it, than what they hear by Report as 
tranſacted at a Piſtanet; ſuch Perſons; it may bez 
have but flight Apprehenſions of the Importance of 
entring into a State of War; and may be little af= 
fected with the Profpect of the Mifchiefs and Dan- 
gers that attend it. It is true, indeed; that thro? . 
the great Goodneſs of God to theſe Nations, we 
have (at leaft within our Memories) ſeen compara- 
tively little of the Terrors, felt comparatively little 
of the Calamities of War; they have been kept 
3 much at a Diſtance from us, and out of our 

ight: But have we any Security that it ſhall be al- 
ways ſo? Are we the only People that are to rec- 
kon upon being always exempted from having our 
Fleets deftroy'd; our Armies 5 and ſlaugh- 
ter'd, our fruitful Fields hid wafte, ouf Subſtance 
plunder'd, our Towns and Cities befieged and laid 
kvel with the Ground; or Wives and Baugliters ra- 
vifh'd, and our own Throats cat by the Hands of our 
Enemies? What are we, or what have we dene, that 
fhould encourage us to look: for fuch an Exemption ? 
Or, rather, what have we not derte, to provoke the 
Diſpleaſure of a fightebus God? Would he be un- 
juſt, if he ſhould ſuffer ſuch Fvils to befat us? Our 
Manners are fo generally, ſo abominably e6rrapt; 
national Virtue is at fo very low an Ebb, ahd Regard 
to God, and his Providence, and all that defiyes 
the Name of Religion, is ſo almoſt entifely ft 
from among us; that a devot and conſidefate By. 
OE B 2 ſtander 
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1 might juſtly ſpeak of us in the Prophet 
I/aiah's doleful Strains, Ab ſinful Nation ! A Peo- 

ple laden with Iniguity, a Seed of evil Doers, Chil- 
dren that are Corrupters ; they have forſaken the 

Lord, they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael 10 
Anger, they are gone backward, The whole Head 
i. ſick, and the whole Heart faint : From the Sole of 
the Foot unto the Head, there is no Soundneſs in it 
but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores. 
Would it be unrighteous in God, would it be ſtrange 
in it ſelf, if when this is the Cale: the Time ſhould 
come when it ſhall be ſaid unto us too, Your © 
Country is deſolate, your Cities are burnt with Fire: 
Your Land, Strangers devour it in your Preſence, and 
it 15 deſolate as overthrown by Strangers? I can 
truly ſay, that I take no Pleaſure in uttering ſuch 

| harſh Things; or prognoſticating any the leaſt Evil 
againſt my Country : But there is a Time to ſpeak, 
as well as a Time to keep Silence: There are Sea- 
ſons in which it is the Watchman's Duty to cry a- 
loud, and not to ſpare : And there are a Sort of 

Truths, which however ungrateful to the Hearer's 

1 Fars, yet if we ſhould refrain from uttering them, 

I and giving Men Warning, and calling them to Re- 
pentance by them, we ſhould be chargeable with 
Treachery, and deſerve no better a Character than 
that of dumb Dogs. Whether a degenerate Age 
will credit or regard it, or not, God is angry with 
the Wicked every Day: If they turn not, he will 
whet his Sword: Nay, hath he not already vent 
his Bow, and made it ready, and prepared the In- 

ſtruments of Death? Where a general Corruption 
of Manners prevails in a Nation; where Men not 
only offend God, but inſult him too; not only 
break his Bands aſunder, but inſolently caſt his 
Cords behind their Backs; deny or diſregard his 
Providence; deſpiſe Virtue and Piety ; loath and 
® Iſaiah i. 4, 59 6. * Ifaiahi. 7, < Palm Vil. 11, 12, 13- 

turn 
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turn their Backs upon Religion, and every Thing 
ſerious and ſacred ; theſe are certain Evidences of 
the divine Diſpleaſure againſt ſuch a Nation, and 
| fad Prognoſtications of Ruin ſo nigh at Hand, that 
nothing but their own Repentance, or ſuch F orbear- 
ance of God as they have no Reaſon to expect, is likely 
to prevent. Repentance, I ſay; ſincere Repentance ; 
deep Humiliation of ourſelves before God, together 
with a general and thorow Reformation. Nothing 


| ſhort of this ought to be depended upon for reſto- 
ring us to God's Favour ; nothing ſhort of this will 
juſtify us in expecting the divine Protection. If | 


we. don't know this, we muſt have read our Bibles 
very careleſly, and been ſhamefully inobſervant of 
the Conduct of Providence towards Nations and 
People. Hear what God himſelf has ſaid by his 
8 Fer. xviii. 211. At what Inſtant 1 ſhall 
ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a King- 
dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy ; 
if that Nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that 
I thought to do unto them. And at what Inſtant I 
ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a 


Kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do Evil in 
my Sight, if it obey not my Voice, then I will repent 


of the Good wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them. 


Now therefore go to, ſpeak to the Men of Judah, and 
to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying, thus ſaith the 


Lord; Behold, 1 frame Evil againſt you, and deviſe 


a Device againſt you; Return ye now, every one 


from bis evil Way, and make your Ways and your 
Doings good. Such are the Purpoſes and Decrees of 
Heaven ; ſuch the Methods of God's Providence 
in his Government, of Nations, and Kingdoms. 
And leaſt any of us ſhould be either ignorant or 
forgetful of ſo important a Leſſon, our moſt GR A- 
cious SOVEREIGN has himſelf condeſcended to 


teach and Put us in Mind of it, For in his late 


Royal 
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6 ASERMON preathed oh the 
Royal PxocLamattion, appoititing this Day to 

be obſery'd throughout the Hand as a general Faſt, 
he thus expreſſes his own piotis Defighd and Inten- 


tions, and his reaſonable ExpeRtations from all his 


Subjects: That we and our People may humble 
« ourſelves before Almighty God, in order to ob- 
« tain Pardon of 6uf Sins; and may, in moſt de- 


« yout and folemm Manner, ſend our Prayers and 


4 Supplications to the Divine Majefty, for averti 

ec yy heavy Judgments Which — mani fold Sits 
i and Provocations have moſt juſtly deſervd; and 
&« imploring his Hleſſing and Affſtamce on bh 
« Af ms, and for reſtoring and perpettiating Peate, 


„ Safety, and Proſperity, to us and otfr King- 


e doms.” O Britain] if thou witheſt to proſper 
in this War, if thou hopeſt to be victerious over 
thine Enemies, hearken to the Voice of God afid 
thy King. The Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine Ent- 


promote the Patpofes of this Day's Solemmity; 1 
mall proceed upon the nt, Obſervations, fo 
which the Text and the Day will lead our Thotghts, 


1. That tho” a State of War is a moſt undeſirable 
State, and the Tricoriveniences arid Miſchiefs 
attending it are ufually very great and dread- 
ful ; 5 that it is on ſome Occafions not only 
latoful, but eveit neceſſaty to entet into if, The 
Text puts the Cafe as what might, and proba- 
bly would, often happen; that the Hoſt wouk 
be to go forth againit the Enemy: and gives 
Direction whit is proper and fit to be doe, 
ts ſecure the divine Favour and Aſſiſtance, and 
tc efcape or prepare for the Catarnities of 
War: But if engaging in War were in all 
Cafes either utterly umawyful of needlefs, * | 
1 . 
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of dinafting what is en be. dope when the Fl 

ggeth farth, the Hoſt would hays been ahſg- 

5 ee Re Ry forth ann e Reet 
at Ee 1 


II. That e a Nation 1 i ſuch Circum: 
ſtances, as that jt is neceſſa v # © RAS 
in War; It is their 1 A the wu 
and maſt effectual Method they can take fo 
_ feeuring the divine Favqur and Aſſiſtance, 
guarding againſt of preparing far che Calamitie 
a Thi, ar. 1 _—_ "__ aber Fun (67g oh 
#4 - $3 i 


UL That tho it is uon gory Aegan fit hos 
becoming, that proper ge ſhould be ap- 
painted and ſglgmniz'd, wherein te — 

. - Whoſe Halt gaeth forih 120 (08 Enemy 

_  thould join in deep Humiliation of member 
Pecnitent Confeſſian of their Sins, apd fer vent 
| Prayers to Gecl 49. avert e N from 1 

and vauchiafe them his Aſſiſtance Ot 
yet ng Sgrviges of this, Sort will berg 

ta Gad. or gan be depended ypan as ſuffficient 
for rheſe Purpoſes; without ſincere ben ee 

and Reformation. Nothing will da but keep» 

eee 1 euer OI W 1 

oh TE 14 | 3 1 


I. That the? a State of War is 4 4 dehnte 
State, and the Inegnveniences and Miſchiefs attend- 
ing it are uſually very great and dreachful; yet that it 
| is on fame. Qecafigns not only Lal, bur SYED. A 

ceſſary to 2 inte is- The Text puts the Cale as 

what might, and prabably wayld, often happ 
dat the Nel — bc. 6% fl. faxth again/t cle 
and gives Diractien what is proper and fit e be 
9285 to ſecure the m_—_ Farquy and Alliance, 


an 
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and to eſcape or prepare for the Calamities of War: 


Bur if engaging in War were in all Caſes either ut- 
terly unlawful or needleſs; inſtead of directing what 
is to be done when the Hoſt goeth forth, the Hoſt 
would have been abſolutely forbidden to go forth 
againſt the Enemy at all. The ſaying that Multi- 
tudes of Lives are unavoidably ſacrific'd; that Men 
avowedly and deſignedly ſlay one another, by hun- 
dreds and by thouſands; would juſtly be reckon'd a 


very imperfect and faint Repreſentation of the Miſ- 


chiefs and Calamities of War : And yet, even this 
Conſideration alone, as it ought to make all Princes 
and People very cautious how they engage in War, 
and very careful not to do it upon ſlight and inſuffi- 
cient Grounds, or from unreaſonable and unjuſt 
Motives ; fo it has led ſome Perſons to conclude, 
that all War is unlawful; that nothing can give 
Men a Right thus to ſacrifice one another; that no 
Injuries or Provocations receiv'd, will juſtify ſuch 
dreadful Carnage and Slaughter, as Armies and 
Fleets generally make when they engage; that 


| It would be more agreeable to the Laws of Humani- 


ty, at leaſt that it would ſuit better with the Inno- 
cence, Meekneſs, and Forbearance, which Chriſti- 
anity is deſign'd to teach us, and with that Truſt in 
God which Religion encourages in us; to leave it to 
Providence to vindicate our Rights, and defend our 


Perſons and Properties from the Inſults and Injuries 


of our Enemies; that it is better to ſuffer wrong than 
do it; and that, therefore, good Men, and eſpeci- 
ally good Chriſtians, ſhould ſubmit to be ſtripp'd of 
all, even of Life it ſelf, or to be carry*d away into 


Captivity and Slavery by their Enemies; rather than 


ſhed their Blood, and repel Force by Force. 
This is a Sort of Reaſoning which diſcovers ( 


think) more Weakneſs in the Underſtanding than 


Wickedneſs in the Heart; and one is rather inclin'd 
to pity than to be angry with thoſe-who-are mL 
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by it: And yet there is ſomewhat ſpecious and plau- 
fible in it; and unhappily it falls out, that the better 
and more virtuous Part of Mankind are moſt likely 
to be made uneaſy by it, and thrown into diſtreſſing = 
Doubts, if not left as a Prey to be deſtroy'd by the 
leſs conſcientious Part of Mankind; = will be . 
forward enough to gratify their Ambition and Ava- 
rice at their Expence, without troubling themſelves 
with any ſuch Scruples. I do indeed believe, that 
theſe are a Sort of Doubts and Scruples with which 
but few People comparatively are troubled: Nations, 
as well as Hutieniar Perſons, are for the moſt Part 
ready enough to take it for granted, that they may 
and ought to do themſelves Juſtice. There is the 
jeſs Need therefore to enter deep into a Diſcuſſion 
of the Queſtion concerning the Laufulneſ of 
Var; eſpecially ſince the doing ſo at this Time, 
would exclude what is more needful, and likely to 
be more generally uſeful: And yet, ſince it is pity 
that any a th the conſcientious (tho? we ſhould allow 
cake to be the weaker): Part of Mankind ſhould 
be left under the Perplexity of ſuch Seruples 3 and 
ſince it is of Importance to all Mankind to be ſa- 
tisfy'd' of the Lawfulneſs of any Undertaking 
they engage in; it will not be amiſs to ſuggeſt 
ſome ſew hort Lian which when thoroughly 
weightd;: will, 1 believe, be ſufficient to convince 
us, that; it is very far from being true, that all go- 
ing to War is unſawfallz and that, in ſomis Caſes, it 
is very juſtifiable, for ane Nation to take up Arms 
againſt another, in Defence, or for the Recovery, 
of their invaded Righes, or plunder'd Properties. 
Oe of the firſt ane ſtrongeſt Paſſions in Na- 
mug is che Deſire af Sell - Preſer vation; the Love 
of Life, and the Deſire of procuripg for our- 
ſelves, and ſecuring! to our own: Le, whatever 
may render Life caſy, commodious and happy. 
It was With theſe Views, and for theſe 1 
L Di N, 


. a A — 
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Men, at firſt, combin'd in Societies for their mutual 


Aſſiſtance, Security and Defence; that they might 
be ſafe in their Perſons, peaceably enjoy their Rights 


and Poſſeſſions, and be ſecur'd by their united 
Strength from the Inſults and Wrongs of evil- 
minded, ambitious, or covetous Men. God's having 
implanted ſo deep in our Nature the Deſire of pre- 
ſerving and defending ourſelves, is a ſufficient and 

lain Indication that he allows us the Uſe of all 


E Means in order to theſe Ends: And the 


more neceſſary any ſuch Means are to theſe Ends, 
the more juſtifiable we are in the Uſe of them. 
Suppoſe then one Nation or People unjuſtly and 


forcibly invading the Rights and Properties of 
another, (and the ſame would hold in the Caſe of 


ſingle Perſons in a State of Nature, where they had 
no common Judge to appeal to, veſted with Au- 
thority and Power to do Right between them) in 
ſuch Caſes, if the more peaceable Methods of re- 


preſenting the Wrongs done or intended; in order 


to prevent them, or to obtain Reparation for them, 


prove unſucceſsful, or can't be made uſe of; there 


is no other Means left but repelling Force by 


Force; defending what is unjuſtly attack*d, and 


recovering what has been unjuſtly taken away, by 
Force of Arms. The natural, the innocent De- 


fire of Self- Preſervation, prompts and teaches Men 
to do ſo; and how it ſhould come to be unlawful, 
is hard to be conceived; © No Injury is done to the 
Nation that begins the Differ ENCE 3- for by invading 
the Rights and Properties of others, they ſo far 


forfeit their own to them; and give them a Right, 


not only to recover by Force what has been unjuſt- 
ly taken away, but ſo to weaken their Enemies as 


. 0 
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is ſcarce an Animal in the brute Creation but what 
has ſome Way or other of defending it ſelf, and 
attacking its Enemy; and Nature has furniſhed : 
many of them with Arms and Weapons, plainly : 
deſign'd, and conſtantly employ'd, for theſe Pur- 
ſes. And as Nature prompts, and Reaſon juſti- 
fies, the Uſe of Force where it is neceſſary for 
Self-Preſervation and Defence ; ſo there is nothing - 
in Revelation that forbids it; no Duty there re- 
quir'd of us, that is inconſiſtent with it: Nay, 
there is a great deal both in the Hiſtory, and in 
the Doctrine and Precepts of the Old and New- 
Teſtament, that ſuppoſes the Lawfulneſs and Fitneſs: 
of it % Melchiſedeck, the Prieſt of the moſt high 
God, congratulates the Patriarch Abraham, on the 
Victory he had gain'd over the four Kings; Bleſſed 
be the moſt high God, who'hath delivered thine Ene- 
| mies into thy Hand, Gen. xiv. 20, It does not ap- 
_ pear from the Hiſtory, that Abrabam had any par- 
ticular Direction from God to engage in this War; 
he ſeems to have acted therein by the Dictates of 
Reaſon, agreeably to the Laws of Nature, and in 
Defence, or for the Recovery, of his own and his 
Allies juſt Rights: And yet Melchiſedecꝶ not only 
approves of what he had done, but ſuppoſes that- 
the Providence of God had interpos'd in his Favour, , 
and help'd him to the Victory. God himſelf order'd: 
the Jraelites to make War againſt the ſeven Nations 
of the Canaanites : However, as this was done by 
2 particular divine Direction, I will not urge it in 
Juſtification of ſuch Wars as are enter'd into without 
it: But the ſame /raelites, without any particular 
Order from God, repell'd and prevaiPd over the Ama- 
lekites who attack*d them; and it appears bytheStory: 
(Exod. xvii.) that God approv'd of their Behaviour. 


Vid. Grot. de Fur. B. & P. Lib. 1. C. 2. where theſe, 
and ſeveral other Texts of Scripture, are largely urg d in Proof 
3 C 2 and 
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and aſſiſted them in the Action. Nay more, (Deut. 
xx.) we find general and ſtanding Laws given by 
the Authority of God himſelf,” relating to the Man- 
ner of making War: A plain Indication that War 
may in ſome Caſes be lawful and juſt, even without 
an expreſs and particular Direction from God to en- 
ter into it: And as there is nothing ſaid to determine 
what are, and what are not, juſtifiable Cauſes of 
War; it is of Conſequence left to Mens own Rea- 
ſon and Conſciences to Judge and determine con- 
cerning them: And it is at their Peril, if they are 
prompted by their Luſts and Paſſions, to enter in- 
to War for unjuſt or inſufficient Reaſons. The 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews tells us, con- 
cerning Gideon, and Barak, and Samſon, and Fephtha, 
and David, and Samuel, that thro Faith they ſubdued 
Kingdoms, waxed valiant in Fight, put to flight 
the Armies of the Aliens. That Faith by which 
they did theſe Things, muſt at leaſt include their 
_ own Perſuaſion not only of the Lawfulneſs of what 
they did, ,but of its Acceptableneſs to God : And 
if it had been unlawful and wrong, we can't ſup- 
ſe that an inſpir'd Writer would have imputed: 
it to that Principle of Faith, the Encomium of 
which he is making, by aſcribing to it all the ex- 
cellent Behaviour, all the heroick Actions and Suf-. 
ferings of the Old Teſtament Worthies. When the 
Soldiers came to 7obn Baptiſt, alarm'd by his Do- 
ctrine, to aſk him wha? they ſhould do, i. e. to 
eſcape the Effects of the divine Diſpleaſure againſt 
ſuch as ſhould continue impenitent and unreform'd 
from their Sins ; he fays not one Word of the Un- 
lawfulneſs of their Profeſſion; drops not fo much 
2s the leaſt Hint concerning the Neceflity, or even 
the Expediency, of quitting it ; (which ſurely it 


had been his Duty to have done on this Occaſion, 


if their Profeſſion had been in it ſelf unlawful;) 


125 inſtead of that, ſatisfies himſelf with warning 
them 


them againſt ſuch Miſbehaviour, as Perſons of that 
Profeſſion are too often guilty of; and pointing 
out to them the Matter of their Duty in a general 
Manner; but ſtill ſup that they might and 
would continue the Exerciſe of their Profeſſion (Lake 
ili. 14.) Do Violence to no Man, i. e. don't by 
Terrors and Threats oppreſs any Man, or extort 
from him what you have no juſt Claim to: Don. 
accuſe any Man falſely, in order to defraud or plun- 
der him, but be content with your Pay. To add 
no more, the Apoſtle (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3.) exhorts 
that Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giv- 
ing of Thanks, be made for all Men; and particu- 
larly for Kings, and for all that are in Authority ; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty : For this is good and accep- 
table in the Sight of God our Saviour. Now it God 
requires, and is pleagd with our Prayers for them, 
that by his Direction and Aſſiſtance we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives under their Government 
and Protection; he moſt certainly requires and. is 
pleasd with their protecting and defending their 
Subjects in the quiet Enjoyment of their Rights 
and that by Force of Arms againſt foreign as well 
as domeſtick Enemies, where it can't be done by 
the calmer Methods of Courts of Juſtice at Home, 
or Negotiations and Treaties with Aggreſſors from 
Abroad, or by the Mediation of impartial and 
diſintereſted Powers, And that the having Re- 
courſe to Arms when it is neceſſary for theſe Pur- 
poſes, is not only juſtifiable, but their Duty, may 
be fairly concluded from the Account which the 
ſame Apoſtle gives of the Deſign, and of the In- 
ſtitution of Magiſtracy, and of inveſting Kings 
and Princes with Authority, and the Power of the 
Sword: (Rom. xiii. 4.) He is the Miniſter of God 
to thee for Good: But if thou do that which is 
Evil, be afraid: For be beareth not the Sword in 
e vain: 
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 wain: For he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenyer 
to execute Wrath on him that doth Evil. And if 
any one ſhould think that this relates only to exe- 
cuting Juſtice, and puniſhing Fraud, Violence, 
and all Kinds of Injuſtice among his own Subjects; 
this may poſſibly be what the Apoſtle had prima- 
rily in View : But ſurely no Man who thinks God 
has authoriz'd the civil Powers, to fine and impri- 
ſon, and even to take away the Lives of their own 
Subjects for capital Crimes; can believe that he 
has ty'd up their Hands from doing themſelves and 
their People Juſtice againſt foreign Enemies, when- 
they have 1t in their Power. 5 e 
I have thought it not amiſs to ſay thus much, to 
prove that notwithſtanding the Inconveniences and 
Calamities which ufually attend a State of War, 
it is on ſome Occaſions not only lawful, but even 
expedient and neceſſary to enter into it. But then 
it ſhould always be remember'd that the ſame Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Religion which will juſtify the 
doing it on ſome Occaſions, will forbid it on others. 
No Prince or People ſhould themſelves run the 
Riſk of, or bring upon another Nation, the Miſ- 
chiefs, the Slaughter and Deſolation of War, with- 
out urgent Neceſſity, and very ſufficient Reaſons ; 
which ought to be impartially and maturely delibe- 


| rated on before-hand, that ſo the ſurer Judgment 


may be made, whether they are really ſufficient to | 
juſtify ſuch Conduct. War is indeed the /aft Re- 
ſort ; and has in all Ages been underſtood by wile 
and good Men as an Appeal to God for the Righte- 
ouſneſs of our Cauſe, and as an Application to the 
great Judge for all the Earth to aſſiſt us in doing 
ourſelves that Fuſtice, which our Enemies refuſe us. 
This therefore, as it is the moſt dreadful, ſo it is 
the laſt Method which ſhould be try*'d. For, 
ſurely, it ought never to be interpreted as a Sign 
of Weakneſs or Cowardice in a Prince or his Ad- 

„ | - miniſtration, 
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miniſtration, to be afraid of attacking an Enemy, 
at the Expence of offending and provoking the 
Lord of Hoſts ; and to bear Injuries and Inſults for 
a while, till the milder Methods of coming at 
Right by negotiating and treating have been try'd, 
or at leaſt offer d: Surely this is a more humane 
and chriſtian Method of terminating Differences, 
than Battle and Bloodſhed ; and it becomes a wiſe 
Prince and Father of his Country and People, to 
prefer, and therefore to attempt the former, rather 
than to venture headlong into the Inconveniences 
and Calamities of War. For my own Part I can't 
help thinking we have great Reaſon. to bleſs God 
and be thankful, that this is our own Caſe; thus has 

our moſt Gracious SOVEREIGN proceeded 
with a neighbouring Nation, that has long been in- 
ſulting and injuring us. He bore it long; I wiſh 
there were fewer among ourſelves, who for want of 
being aware of the Hazards of War, or from worſe 
Motives, pretend it is too long, that he has been 
uſing milder Methods: At length the Sword is 
drawn, and the Appeal ſolemnly made to God, 
who is in the Right, and who in the Wrong. 
The Conſideration of this Forbearance, this 

Loathneis and Back wardneſs to Carnage and Deſola- 
tion, and of the Importance and Sufficiency of the 
Grounds and Reaſons on Account of which this 
War is become ſo neceſſary; may well encourage 
our Hearts, enliven our Devotions, increaſe the 
Fervour of our Prayers to God, and ſtrengthen 
our Hopes, of a ſpeedy, a ſucceſsful, and happy 
Concluſion of it. The fame Conſiderations will 
we hope inſpire with Courage and Bravery our 
; Commanders and Sailors on board the Fleets, and 
our Officers and Soldiers by Land, when it ſhall 
be judg'd proper to make uſe of ſuch. I will 
venture, even in this Part of the Service (where it 


=P be you did not e it) to utter this 1 
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but hearty Prayer : May Almighty God cover bh 
Heads in the Day of Battel; and inſpire them with 
Boldneſs and I. nrepidity equal to the Goodneſs of their 
Cauſe ; equal to that, which has amaz'd, tervify'd, 

and put 10 Flight the fame mrs, es jones 
_ Occafions. 

It is true, even to a Proverbs ai it is what Hi. 

ftorians frequently take Notice 'of, that a Perſuaſi- 

on of the Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of the Cauſe, 

in which Men take up Arms, has a great Tenden- 

cy to make them fearleſs of Danger, to encourage 
their Truſt in God, and to fill them with Hopes 

of Succeſs and Victory: Whereas the being doubt- 
ful and fuſpicious about, and much more a Conſci- 
oufneſs of the Badneſs of, the Cauſe in which we 
are engag d; is enough to ſink Mens Spirits, to 
damp their Courage, and make them tremble with 
Fear, that God will be on their Enemies Side 
againſt them. And if this had been our Caſe, 
theſe would have been the Fears and Apprehenfions 
of conſiderate People, that fear God, and believe his 
Providence: But, bleſſed be God, it is quite 
Otherwiſe ;' and our SovERE1GN has condeſcended 
to let us and the reſt of the World know, what are 
the Reaſons of his taking up Arms. Bold and intrepid 
as his own royal Heart is; wiſe and penetrating as 
*His Councils are; great as the Wealth and Power of 

his Kingdoms are; it is not Covetouſneſs, it is not 
Ambition, it is not a vain Thirſt after Glory 
and Conqueſt, or the unjuſt Deſire of extending his 
Dominions, that has put the Sword into his Hands; 
but the Defence of his People in their juſt Rights, 
Reparation to be made for unjuſt Seizures and De- 
Predations of their Property, barbarous Cruelties 
committed on their Perſons: Theſe Injuries long 
and often complaind of, and "deceitful Promiſes 
given, of Satisfaction, never yet made: And all 


this in Violation of ſolemn Treaties ſubſiſting be. 
| | tween 
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tween the two Nations. This is the Ca us in 
which we hope all his Majeſty's Subjects will fo 
unite, as to lay aſide all their domeſtick Piques 
and Differences, and chearfully bear the Inconveni- 
ences, and contribute towards defray ing the Ex 
ces of carrying it on: This is the CA us E in which 
we hope our Forces will do vatiantly, and u 


which we hope, and earneſtly pray, for the Bleſ- 


fing of Heaven. 
But then let us remember, chat i in Vrcler 6 to ob⸗ 


tain the Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing of Heaven, we are 


to uſe our own Endeavours, and to neglect nothing 
which either Reaſon or Prudence directs, or which 


the Authority of God preſcribes, in ſuch Cireum- 


ſtances. To our Governors the Conduct of Affairs 


belongs, and of concerting proper Meaſures for 
carrying on this War; and to them we ſhall do 


wiſely to leave it, without pretendin proudly to 


dicctate, or needleſiy to find Fault: But to us a LL 


it belongs, to turn every one from the Evil of his 


Ways, to be humbled for our own and the Nation's 
Sms, and contribute what we can towards a gene- 


ral Reformation. TRE: this den e the 5 


Obſervation, 


II. That ne" a Nation i is in ſuck Circum- 


ſtances, as that it is neceſſary for it to engage in 
War, it is their bounden Duty, the wiſeſt and 


moſt effectual Method they can take for ſecuring 


the divine Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing, and guarding 
againſt, or Proparing for, the Calamities of War, 
to r themſelves from every wicked Thing. It 


is undoubtedly true, that the Goodneſs of a Cauſe 
has a Tendency to animate a Nation, and encourage 
them to hope for Succeſs : But it is as true, that the 


Succeſs of a Cauſe is not always in Proportion to the 
Goodneſs of it. In that * and with Regard to 


our 
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our Enemies, we may be in the Right, and they 
in the Wrong: It may be ſo in God's Sight, as 
well as in our own Eſtimation : And yet, on other 
Accounts, he may righteouſly frown upon us, and 
make uſe even of thoſe very Enemies of ours who 
are in the Wrong, to ſcourge and puniſh us. Our 
Cauſe is a good one againſt them; but, in other 
Reſpects, our Sins may be ſo many and great, and 
our national Guilt ſo heavy and aggravated, as to 
provoke the divine Diſpleaſure, and juſtify him 
in correcting, or even weakening and ruining us, 
as a Nation, by the Calamities and Deſolation which 
he may ſuffer to befal us, even in this juſt War. 
This ſhews that we ſhould do wrong to truſt merely 
to the Goodneſs of our Cauſe; and that we can 
juſtify ourſelves before all the World in taking up 
Arms. This ſhews the Importance of the Advice 
in the Text, I ben the Hoſt goeth forth againſt 
the Enemy, then keep thee from every wicked Thing ; 


and how much it is our Intereſt, as well as our 


Duty, to follow it. 
The Advice is given, you ſee, to the Nation Qs 
People whoſe Hoſt goeth forth againſt the Enemy: 
It is therefore a publict, and a perſonal Concern : 
It is what the civil Magiſtrate, and the Miniſters 
of Religion, are to take care of; and what every 
Meinber of Society is oblig'd to, each in their ſe- 
veral Spheres. 
It is moſt certainly a publick Cs. The 
Hebrew Word in the Text, might be tranſlated, 
thou ſhalt be kept from every wicked Thing : And, 
no Doubt, all regular and proper Methods are to 
be us'd for this Purpoſe. Magiſtrates are by their 
Office authoriz d and oblig*d to be a Terror to evil 
Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do well : They 
are therefore to encourage Virtue, and promote the 
Intereſts of true . by a regular Exerciſe 15 
5 the 
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the civil Authority and Power; to reſtrain and 
uniſh civil Crimes, and all ſuch Vices as are pre- 
judicial to civil Society. It is the Miniſter's Office 
and Duty, to preach the Word, and be inſtant in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon ;, to reprove, rebuke, ex- 
bort, with all Long-Suffering and Doctrine, (2 Tim. 
iv. 2.) They therefore are to teach and put Men in 
Mind of their Duty; to encourage and urge them 
to the Practice of it: They are to reprove Men 
for their Sins, to warn them of their Danger, to - 
call them to Repentance, and exhort to abſtain 
for the future from all Kinds of Wickedneſs. But 
then, becauſe neither the Magiſtrates moſt pious 
Care, nor the Miniſters moſt conſcientious Endea- ' 
vours, will be effectual to this End; unleſs the 
former have obedient and will- diſpoſed Subjects, 
and the latter attentive and well-diſpogd Hearers; 
for this Reaſon (among many others) it is a perſonal 
_ Concern too; and every Man is perſonally oblig'd 
to keep himſelf from every wicked Thing ; Ay, and 
as far as his Example, Influence and Authority will 
reach, to endeavour to reſtrain and reform others 
We are farther to obſerve, that the Text recom- 
mends this Advice, When the Hoſt goeth forth 
againſt the Enemy: Not but that it is the Duty and 
the Intereſt of all Nations and People, at all Times, 
to keep themſelves from every wicked Thing. And 
to ſay Truth, if ſufficient and due Care were every 
where taken about this Matter, the Nations would 
have little Occaſion or Inclination, it may be none 
at all, to go to War with one another. But alas! 
Mankind are neither fo piouſſy nor ſo peaceably diſ- 
pogd. Wars and Fightings are occaſion'd by 
Mens Lufts ; and as long as the Nations are wick- 
ed enough to luſt after what they have no Right 
to; and to ſeize upon, and retain, what juſtly be- 
1 1 D 2 | longs. 
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longs to their Neighbours ; the World is not like. 
ly to continue, for any conſiderable Time, free 
from Wars and Fightings. When therefore it be- 
comes neceſſary for the Hoſt to go forth (and then 
only ſhould it go forth) then is it 3 ſeaſon- 
able and requiſite for ſuch a People to keep them - 
ſelves from every wicked Thing. This is what 
the Text plainly means; and of this it will be no 
difficult Matter to convince every ſerious and conſi- 
derate Mind. 
That it is peculiarly ſcaſonable for the Hos it 
ſelf, when it goeth forth, to keep it ſelf from every 
wicked Thing, is fo manifeſtly obvious, that one 
would think every Body ſhould ſee and be convin- 
ced of it. Armies on Land, and Fleets at Sea, 
eſpecially when they come to Engagement, are ex- 
pos'd to more than ordinary Perils and Dangers: 
Thoſe who ſerve in them, carry their Lives in 
their Hands; and are frequently oblig'd to hazard, 
and part with them, They muſt often look Death 
in the Face; Is it not peculiarly requiſite they 
ſhould be prepar'd to meet it ? Can any Thing be 
a better Preparation for it, then the having kept 
themſelves from every wicked Thing ? Or can any 
Advice be more ſeaſonable, when they go forth 
againſt the Enemy, than that they ſhould make it 
their Care and Endeavour to do 2 ? If I were em- 
ploy'd to ſpeak to the Hoſt in the Character of a 
Miniſter, I know nothing I could ſay more ſeaſon- 
able, or more important, and to the Purpoſe, I 
| ſhould be under no Apprehenſion, that the Fear of 
God in their Hearts, would make them afraid to 
look their Enemies in the Face: That they would 
be the more afraid of dying, for their having ſin- 
cerely repented of their Sins: Or that a ſteady Be- 
lief of the Principles, and a conſcientious Obedi- 
enec to the 9 of Religion, would damp 


their 
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their Courage, or abate their Ardour in the Day of 
But I am to remember I am ſpeaking to an Au- 
dience of another Sort; and to endeavour to con- 
vince their Judgments and affect their Hearts with 
this plain Truth; that now the Hoſt is gone forth 
againſt the Enemy, it is particularly ſeaſonable 
and neceſſary, for every individual Perſon in the 
Nation, to keep himſelf from every wicked Thing, 
I] acknowledge, that I at preſent ſuppoſe, (and that 
as to thoſe who deny or doubt of it, I ſhall have 
little Hope of gaining my Point) that the Provi- 
dence of God ſuperintends Kingdoms, influences 
their Councils; and that he can, and often does, 
ſo order Incidents and direct Events; as to en- 
courage or diſhearten their Forces, as he ſees fit: 
That as Judgments are uſually inflicted on King- 


doms or Nations to puniſh them for, or reclaim __ 


them from, their Sins; ſo their ſincere Repentance 
and Amendment is the ſureſt Way to appeaſe his 
Anger, to avert; his ] uhgments and ſecure his 
Favour and Protettion. That for Creatures to call 
upon God in the Time of Danger and Diſtreſs, is 
one Part of Homage which the Light of Nature 
prompts, and Revelation requires, them to offer 
to God; and that if preparatory to their doing ſo 
they waſh their Hands in Innocence, and take care 
not to regard Iniquity in their Hearts, God will 
| ſurely hear their Prayers; and if that ſhould be 
for his own Glory and their Benefit, deliver them 
from the Calamities of War, and crown their 
Arms with Victory. Theſe and the like Truths 
are at preſent taken for granted; and that the ra- 
ther, 3 if any Man believes them not, his 
Jining in the -Humiliations and Prayers of this 
Day, is downright Hypocriſy ; and his pretending 
to keep a Faſt to the God of Heaven, es | 
5 | acting 


22 ASERMON preached on the 


acting a Farce before Men. Admitting all this 
therefore, tho* a great Variety of Conſiderations 
might be uſefully urg'd, to ſhew how neceffary 
and peculiarly ſeaſonable it is for every one of us 
to keep ourſelves from every wicked Thing, I 
will fatisfy myſelf with this ſhort and plain Re- 
preſentation of the Caſe, and Reaſoning upon it; 
which will, I hope, both fully convince, and 
deeply affect us. „ ; | 
The Hoſt is gone forth, our Fleets are already 
abroad, and Forces of another Kind may proba- 
bly ſoon go forth againſt the Enemy. The Ap- 
peal is therefore made to Heaven, and God is 
folemnly choſen to be Judge and Arbiter between 
us and them. Succeſs and Victory are in his 
Hand : Whether we ſhall fly or fall before them, 
or they before us ; will depend on his Favour and 
Bleſſing, his Protection and Aſſiſtance, vouchſafed 
to the one or the other Side. I aſk now; what in 
all the World fo likely to engage his Favour, and 
procure his Aſſiſtance, as deep Humihation and 
ſincere Repentance for Sins paſt, and keeping our- 
ſelves from every wicked Thing for Time to 
come? If any two of us had a Matter of 
Difference, for the Determination of which we 
ſhould ſee fit to appeal to our Sovereign, or his 
Judges; which of us ſhould be moſt likely to 
gain his Cauſe, and obtain a Sentence in his Fa- 
vour ? He who ſhould be found to have done the 
Wrong; or he who had ſuffer'd it? He who 
ſhould inſolently affront the Judge, and diſown his 
Authority, tho he could not eſcape his Juſtice ; or 
he who beſides having done no Injury to his Ad- 
verſary; ſhould be able further to make it appear, 
that he paid all due Allegiance to his King, obey'd 
the Laws of the Country, and kept himfelf from 


every wilful and deſigned Breach of them? The 
2 | Ap- 
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Application is ſo obvious; that- I perſuade myſelf 
you are before-hand with me in making it. Sup- 

fing us to be never ſo much in the Right, as to 
the Matters in Difference between us and our Ene- 
mies, will it be prudent or ſafe to affront the Judge 
to whom we have appeal'd; and by an obſtinate 
Continuance in our Sins to provoke him to puniſh 
us, and that it may be by the Hands of thoſe very 
Enemies, who have already ſo groſly injur'd us? 
Surely it would be the wiſer and ſafer Way, now 
to keep ourſelves from every wicked Thing. If there 
be any Thing to be learnt from the Hiſtory of 
Providence, or from what we ourſelves may have 
' ſeen and obſerv*d of the Conduct of Providence 
the true Reaſon of God's viſiting a Nation or Peo- 
ple with War, or any other deſolating Calamity, 
is to correct and puniſh them for their Sins, or to 
_ reclaim them from them, and teach them Righte- 
ouſneſs : Is it likely that his Judgments ſhould be 
averted, by oppoſing his Deſigns ? that his Anger 
for paſt Sins ſhould be appeaſed by our Unperfuad- 
ableneſs to part with them? The Events and Iſſues 
of War are hazardous and uncertain, and yet of 
the laſt Importance to any Nation; there are 
Springs that lie out of humane Sight, which influ. 
ence and affect them; Incidents thrown in by a 
ſecret Hand, which no humane Sagacity could be 
aware of; which yet will often diſconcert the 
wileſt Meaſures, and blaſt the beſt laid Deſigns : 
but tho* Things of this Sort are out of Man's 
Reach, tho? his Prudence can't foreſee, nor his 
Power prevent or forward them ; yet they are under 
the Direction or Government of God's all-ſeeing 
Providence : Is affronting God, the Way to obtain 
his ſeaſonable Interpoſition in our Favour ? Or ra- 
ther, would not keeping ourſelves from every 
wicked Thing, bid much fairer for prevailing no 
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him to influence Counſels and order Tncidents, 0 
as may be moſt for our Advantage? 
If what I have been ſaying has convinc'd us of 
the peculiar Seaſonablenefs and urgent Neceſſity of 
doing ſo, we ſhall now probably be upon the En- 

uiry, what are thoſe wicked Things that we are to 
humble ourſelves for, and keep ourſelves from ? The 
Text, (which could not be ſuppos'd to enumerate 
all the Sins and Provocations of every Nation that 
ſhould ever go to War,) ſays in general, from 

every wicked Thing. That is, that every particular 
_ Perſon ſhould be humbled for, and for the future 
keep himſelf from, his own perſonal Sins: This 
we have already been doing, and promiſing to do: 
And it was the more requiſite ; that we might 
get rid of our own Share of the Guilt that lies up- 
on the Nation, that we might be the more accepta- 
ble and prevailing Interceſſors with God for the Par- 
don of thoſe which we mean by national, in Con- 
tradiſtinction to perſonal Sins. This, tho? it is of 
unipeakable Importance, yet ſeems not to be the 
only, nor it may be the principal Deſign, either 
of the Text, or of this Day. There is Guilt of a 
national Kind: For tho' it may be truly faid, that 
the per/onal Sins of every individual Member of 
Society, add to the general Weight of Guilt ; yet 
there are ſome Sins, which either on Account of 
their heinous Nature and wide Spread ; their being 
_ conniv'd at, or not ſufficiently diſcountenanc'd and 
oppos'd, by thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it 1s, and who 
have it in their Power ; and their peculiar Tenden- 
cy to corrupt the Morals, and deftroy the Virtue 
of a Nation; may properly enough be diftinguiſh'd 
by the Character of national Sins; z and may rea- 
ſonably enough be ſuppos'd, to have a principal 
Hand in provoking God to ſend down 3 
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Buſineſs of this Day to humble ourſelves before 
God for theſe; ny the? e ſome of us be 
free from the Guilt of them perfonally, yet to con- 
feſs and bewail them as the Sins of a great Num- 
ber, and as threatning temporal Miſchiefs to us all 
as a Community; it will be the more neceſſary to 
ſearch them out, that being ſenſible of them, the 
Guilty may for the future keep themſelves from 
them; and all, both innocent and guilty, be hum- 
bled for them; and beg of God to avert from us 
thoſe Evils, with which they threaten us all in com- 
mon. God forbid that I ſhould abuſe my Country, or 
bring a falſe Accuſation againſt my Countrymen 3 
2 © poſe Guilt of this Sort to be more extenſive, 
e Infection to be ſpread wider, than it really 
oy Surely there is no Occaſion to heighten and 
agoravate Matters of this Sort : Our national mn 
are too manifeſt to be deny'd, too generally 
vailing to be conceal'd from any obſerving 4 
ſtander. What a long and frightful Enumeration 
of ſuch might be made? With what dreadful Cir- 
curmſtances might they be aggravated ? How griev- 
ouſly muſt they have offended the great Governor 
among the Nations ? And what ſore ann do 
they portend? 

It is manifeſt to a Demonſtration, this; A ſteady 
Belief of che great Principles of Religion, has a 
marvellous Tendency to promote and encourage 
(as the Diſbelief of them has to weaken and de- 

y) national, as well as private and perſonal 
Vir: . That Obedience to its Precepts, has a 
marvellous Tendency to promote national Proſpe- 
kriy and Happineſs; as the Breach of them has to 
provoke God's Diſpleaſure, and bring on national 

Ruin. It ſeems as plain that the purer the Religi- 
on iz, &d in a Nation; the ſtronger its 
Proofs, and the brighter the Evidence of Truth in 


; which it is ſet : the A" ſhould be 1 US: NN 
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the better ſhould the Morals of ſuch a Nation be, 
Let us ſee then, how too many among us ſtand af- 

fected, not only towards the Principles of Chriſtia- 
nity, but even of natural Religion, Morality, and 
common Honeſty ; and how regardleſs too many 
more among us are of the plaineſt and moſt impor- 
tant Precepts of both. 

Was it ever known in any Age, that Infidelity 
was fo prevailing among us in this Nation? Infi- 
delity, not ſkulking in Corners, lurking here and 
there in a private Boſom ; but openly avow'd and 
profeſgd ; publickly maintain'd and defended ; its 
fancy'd Victories, boaſted of and glory'd in.  Infi- 
delity, not only as to ſuch Points, as weaker Minds 
may poſſibly not be able fully to perceive the Proofs 
of; or which an honeſt Heart may poſſibly be for 
a while unſettled in ; but of the plaineſt, the moſt 
important, the moſt indiſputable Principles : De- 
nying or doubting of the Providence of God, his 
Government of the World, or any Concern he 
takes about the Affairs of Nations or particular 
Perſons : Queſtioning, or diſregarding the Diffe- 
rences between moral Good and Evil, and a State 
of Retribution: Laughing at all Revelation in gene- 
ral; firſt miſrepreſenting, and then rudely banter- 
ing, the particular Parts of it. Can any Man 
think that the Generality of our Unbelievers get 
thus far by the Help of calm, impartial, and ſober 
Reaſoning and Enquiry? Or are not their Hearts 
corrupt, and their Manners vicious, before their 
Underſtandings can be thus abom inably perverted 
and blind? 

Nor need it be thought ſtrange, if after imput- 
ing the Prevalence of Infidelity to the Badneſs of 
Mens Hearts, and the Viciouſnel, of*their Manners; 
we ſhould again partly impute'the Increaſe of Im- 
morality and Wickedneſs, to this Prevalence of 

Infidelity. Men are my of their Luſts and ha; 

: and 
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and ſo eaſily renounce Principles that are inconfi- 
ſtent with them; and grow fond of ſuch as are 
more commodious, and likely to give them leſs 
Uneaſineſs : When this is done, one conſiderable ' 
Reſtraint is taken off; they may indulge their 


Luſts with the more Freedom; and take their 


full Swing in Wickedneſs, with the leſs Controul 
and Remorſe from within. And becauſe Mankind - 
are generally forward to propagate their Principles, 
and glad to encourage and ſtrengthen themſelves in 
their Wickedneſs by the Example of rhe Majori- 
ty; hence that Zeal we find to make Converts to 
Infidelity 3 which (next to a vicious Heart) nothing 
ſeems better to prepare the Way for, than an Af- 
fection of Singularity ; of knowing more, and 
ſeeing farther, than it is imagin'd other People do. 
Io what elſe can we more probably aſcribe the 


c Loſs of national Virtue, the abounding of national 


Wickedneſs among us; than to this zealous Spread- 
ing, and this forward Admiſſion, of the Principles - 
of Infidelity ? But whatever may be ſuppos'd to 
be the Cauſes ; the Effes are manifeſt and viſible 
among us. I can but juſt hint at ſome of them 
here; it is proper enough in our ſolemn Addreſſes 
to God, eſpecially on this Day, more particular- 
ly to confeſs them, and humble ourſelves for them. 
A general Decay of Chriſtian Piety and moral 
Virtue z a practical Diſregard to God and Reli- 
gion; the Power and Efficacy of it on Mens 
Hearts and Lives almoſt loſt from among us. 
_ Unthankfulneſs for, and groſs Abuſe of, natio- 
nal Bleſſings with which we have been favour'd, 
and national Deliverances that have been formerly. 
wrought for us. Eon OW 
Luxury in all Shapes, and ſuch Extravagance 
of Expence in all Kinds, as miſbecomes Mens 
Rank in Life, exhauſts their Subſtance, impoveriſhes 
their Families; and 1. only ſo, but often draws 
"6 2 In- 
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innocent People into Ruin along with them, Or 
to prevent Miſchiefs of this Kind, 

Such eager Thirſt after Gain, as brings on Op- 

preſſion = Extortion, Fraud 3 Injuſtice, Bribes 
and the moſt corrupt Venality, a gaping after Pen- 
ſions and Places; for want of which, ſo many 
grow troubleſome, and do what they can to diſtreſs 
the Government; and ſo many mere are cold to 
the Intereſts and in the Service of their Country. 
Add to all theſe Sins, 

An Inſenſibility of the divine Diſpleaſure ; 4. 
Deafneſs to divine Rebukes 3 an Unappreboaſive- 
neſs of the fad Symptoms that are upon us; and the 
ſore Puniſhments we have deſery'd. Shall not God 
viſit for theſe Things ? Is this Charge falſe in any 
Part of it? Or is it ſo light an one, that our being 
engag d in War affords us never the darker Proſpe 
on this Account? Surely we were not call'd upon 
to humble ourſelves. . afflict our Souls as on 

this Day; till there was great Need of it! 

I go on to obſerve, 


II. That tho? it is upon many Accounts fit and 
becoming, that proper Seaſons ſhould be appointed 
and ſolemniz d, wherein the Nation, whoſe Holt 
goeth forth againſt its Enemies, ſhould join in deep 
Humiliation of themſelves, penitent Confeſſion 
of their Sins, and fervent Prayer to God to avert 
his Wrath from them, and vouchſaſe them his Rleſ- 
ſing ; yet no Services of this Sort will be acceptable 
ta God, or can be depended upon as ſufficient for 
theſe Purpoſes; without ſincere Repentance and 
Reformation. Nothing will do, bur keeping ibem. 
ſelves from every wicked Thing. 

Where Guilt is become general, the Infection 
of Sin widely ſpread, and the got Community 
likely to feel the woful Effects of it; ſurely it 
is meet that 0 Member of che e; 92 5 
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be ſenſible of it; And where the Danger is 
common, and the Calamity likely one Way or 
other to affect, all; there is a Propriety, and a 
Decency, in their all joining together to ery 
mightily to, and humble themſelves before God. 
What Frame of Mind is more ſeemly for the 
Guilty, than Grief and Sorrow, Shame and Self- 
abaſement, Fear and Trembling; with all ſuch 
external Tokens and Expreſſions of them, as may 
tend to excite and blow up theſe Paſſions into a 
pure Flame of Devotion in our own, and in each 
others Breaſt ? There is ſcarce a Paſſion or Aﬀe- 
ction of the Mind but what is apt to ſhew it felt 
by the Tone of the Voice, the Features of the 
Face, ar the Geſtures of the Body; fo as to influ- 
ence and move By-ſtanders, and work them 
up to the fame Temper, the fame Feelings, that 
we ourſelves have. Is it fit that Repentance, Sor- 
row and Shame for Sin, ſhould be the only Paſſi- 
ons we ſhould endeaygur to ſtifle, and prevent from 
diſcovering themſelves z leſt others ſhould grieve 
and be aſham'd along with us? There is a Sort of 
People, that reckon every Thing of this Sort Me- 
chaniſm and Enthufiaſms and for my own Part, 
when it does not lead to, and iſſue in, Reforma- 
tion and virtuous Practice; I have as low an Opi- 
nion of it, as they can have, But then I think it 
betrays a. ſtrange Ignorance of humane Nature, 
not to ſee that it needs, and * aſſiſted, by 
the external Signs and Expreſſions of Devotion; 
and, it may be, there is not one Perſon in à hun- 
dred, but what has or may find himſelf influ- 
enced by them; and that to his Benefit too, if 
they are kept within proper Bounds, and. under 


due Regulations, „ 
I know not how the Minds of the Inhabitants 
of this Land may be diſpos d and inclin'd to the 
Work of this Day; If one may judge by the toa 
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general Diſregard of Religion and Neglect of 
publick Worſhip, ſo ſcandalouſly prevailing among 
us; we are not much in the Humour for Humi- 
lation and Self- abaſement; not ſo well inclin'd as 
we ſhould be, to Repentance and Reformation; 
nor ſo well qualify*d to plead with God in Prayer, 
as thoſe ſhould be who appear, (if they vouchſafe 
to appear at all) in the Character not only of Pe- 
nitents, but Interceſſors too. And yet ſurely 
this is a Day in which the Lord God of Hoſts calls 
to Weeping and to Mourning, and to Baldneſs, and 
to girding with Sackcloth; i. e. to all the uſual 
and proper Expreſſions of ſincere Sorrow and deep 
Humiliation ; if inſtead of this, behold Foy and 
Glaaneſs, flaying Oxen, killing Sheep, eating Fleſh, 
and drinking Vine; let us eat and drink, for To- 
morrow we ſhall die; ſurely our Iniquity "ſhall not- 
be purged away, till we die, (Iſaiah xxii. 12, 
13, 14 

Such is manifeſtly the Call of Providence to us; 
and it is a very loud and intelligible one: It is 
probable however, that the Nation might have 
been too generally deaf to that: Was it not then 
piouſly and ſeaſonably done by our Kine, to 
awaken our Attention to this Call, by proclaiming 
a Solemn FasT ? telling us at the Lin me Time, 
that he means to humble himſelf along with us, 
and to join his Prayers to ours; that ſo the Smoak 
of the Incenſe offer'd by Kino and PEOPLE, 
may in one Cloud aſcend up into Heaven. If 
Majeſty abaſes it ſelf before the King of Kings; 
bids fit is it that Subjects ſhould do fo too? 

J am willing to hope, that the Services of this 
Day, may have warm'd our Hearts and inflam'd 
our Devotion ; and that they will be acceptable to 
God, and ſuch as he will ſmell a ſweet Savour in: 
Who knows what beneficial Effects may follow 
* King and People's joining in the ſolemn 
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Devotions of this Day, with that Humility, Sin- 
cerity and Fervour, which the Occaſion requires? 


eſpecially if to our earneſt Supplications we add 


our liberal Almſgixing. Need I tell you, that 
this alſo is 4 e with which God is well 
pleaſed ; that it is a proper Attendant on the other 
Devotions of this Day; ; that the preſent Neceſh- 
ties of thoſe who in this rigorous Seaſon are in 
want of Food, or Clothing, or Firing ; call for 
itz and that when by our Sins we have forfeited 
all we have to God, and he might juſtly ſtrip us 
of all by the Calamities of War : it well becomes 
us to ſhew a Readineſs to diſtribute a Part of it: 


An Offering which you will be Fele call'd 


upon to make. 
But after all; leſt any of us ſhould build too 


much upon the 8 of this Day; I am to tell 


you, that neither the Tokens of the deepeſt Hu- 
miliation; nor Prayers offer'd to God with the 
greateſt ſeeming Fervour; neither the Length, nor 


the ſeeming Devotion of our Services; no nor 


even the Liberality of our Almſgiving to the Ne- 


ceſſitous; nor indeed any Thing elſe that can be 


devis'd or put in Practice; is to be depended 
upon as ſufficient to appeaſe God's Anger, to avert 
his Judgments, and ſecure his Favour and Aſſi- 


{tance ; unleſs after all this, we take care to keep 


ourſelves from every wicked Thing. 


Let us not deceive ourſelves, we can't impoſe 


on God, nor will he bear to be mocked by us : 


There is no ſuch Thing as complimenting him 
into a good Humour; or winning his Favour, by 
Fawning and Flattery : For to ſay Truth, our 


Devotions, our Faſtings and Prayers, are no bet- 
ter, if they be not follow'd by a ſincere Repen- 


tance and thorough Reformation. And we find in 


Scripture, that the former without the latter, are ſo 


far from being pleaſing to God, that Us rejects ha - 
with 


| 
| 
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with Diſdain and Loathing, and has them in the 


utmoſt Abomination. No Words of mine can 
reprefent this Matter with that Strength, that Ener- 
gy and Dignity, which thoſe of God himſelf by 
his Prophets do. Give me Leave to quote ſome 
of them: They are enough to ſtrike a hypocriti- 
cal People, paying their Devotions without break: 
ing off their Sins, with Horror and Aſtonifhment. 

Iſaiah i. 10---20, Hear the Word of the Lord 
ye Rulers of Sodom ; give Ear unto the Law of 
our God, ye People of Gomorrah. To what Pur. 
poſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me, 
faith the Lord? I am full of the Burni-offerings 
of Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts, and I delight 
not in the Blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of 
 He-Goats. When ye come to appear before me, who 


hath required this at your Hand to tread my Courts? | 
Bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abo. 


mination unto me, the new Moons and Sabbaths, 
the calling of Aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is 
Iniquity, even the ſolemn Meeting. Your nw 
Moons, and your appointed hy my Soul hateth : 
They are a Trouble unto me, I am weary to bear 
them. And tobew ye ſpread forth your Hands, I 


will bide mine Eyes from you: Yea, when ye make 


many Prayers, I will not hear: Your Hands are 
full of Blood. Waſh yt, make you clean, put awiy 
the Evil of your Doings from before mine Eyes, 


ceaſe to do evil. Learn to do well, ſeek Fudgment, 


relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead 
for the Widow. Come now and let us reaſon toge- 
ther, faith the Lord: Though your Sins be as Scar- 
let, they ſhall be as white as Snow ; thongh they be 
red like Crimſon, they ſball be as Wool, If ye be 
- willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good of the 
Land. But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be di. 
voured with the Sword; for the Mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. Amos v. 21, 22, 24, 15. 1 * 
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I deſpiſe your Feaſi-Days, and I will not ſmell in 
your ſolemn Aſſemblies. Though ye offer me Burnt- 
offerings, and your Meat-offerings, I will not ac- 
cept them: Neither will J regard the Peace- 
offerings of your fat Beaſts. But let Judgment 


run down as Waters, and Righteouſneſs as 4 


mighty Stream. Hate the Evil, and love the 
Good, and eſtabliſh Fudgment in the Gate: It 
may be that the Lord God of Hoſts will be gracious 


unto the Remnant of Joleph. And Samuel asks, 


1 Sam. xv. 22. Hath the Lord as great Delight 


in Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, as in obeying the. 


Voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey, is better than 
Sacrifice; and to hearken, than the Fat of Rams. 
I think it needleſs to produce any more Teſtimo- 
nies from Scripture, tho' there are many mere of 
the ſame Kind: And I am ſure if this was true 
under the Old Teſtament, it is equally ſo under the 


New; and if the Prophets thus diſcourage all 


Truſt in any Thing of this Sort, ſeparate from 


Obedience to God, and the Practice of Righteouſ- 


neſs : Chriſt and his Apoſtles teach the ſame Leſ- 
ſon as plainly, and urge it as ſtrongly. „ 
If I were to draw the Picture of a Nation hum- 
bling it ſelf (as we are pretending to do this Day) 
and yet reſolved to perſiſt in their Sins, at leaſt not 
reſolved to break them off; I know not how I 
could do it in a better Manner than by putting the 
following Caſe. Suppoſe the Children and Ser- 
vants, the Tenants, and other Dependants of ſome 
great and rich Man, had, for a long while, ſhewn 
themſelves diſobedient to his Orders, negligent of 
his Service, refuſing him his due Homage, and 
utterly careleſs about paying their Rent; till at 
length he ſhould be highly incens d; and zhey ſee 
plain Tokens, of his deſigning ſpeedily ro puniſh, 


to diſinherit, and turn them out. To prevent all 
this, ſuppoſe them, upon an appointed Day, met 
„ 
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together to pay him their Duty, to acknowled ; 
their Faults, and, with all poſſible external 195 
of Submiſſion, to beg his Pardon, © All this, you 
will ſay, is very proper and becoming: But tup: 
poſe, at the ſame Time, they ſhould give him ſomt 
how to underſtand, they did not'mean to tie them. 
ſelves up too cloſe ; that if he pleaſed to accept of 
their Attendance that Day, and the Compliment; 


they were come to make him, it was well; "bi 
that they would not be anſwerable for it, the 
ſhould not return again to their former Couftel 
diſobey and inſult him as groſly as formerly: Hay 
think you would he reliſh ſuch a Sort of Complai.- 
ſance ? How would he reſent ſuch an inſolent Tn: 
dignity? and how ſeverely would he, in all Proba. 
bility, puniſh it? The Application of all this is fo 
plain, that I will leave it to yourſelves to make it. 


God grant that we may be found fo wiſe, as 
not only to confeis our Sins, but to forſake them 
too; not only to humble ourſelves for every wie. 
ked Thing (whether Perſonal or National) chat 5 
to be found among us, but to keep ourſelves from 
it. Then may we, with Comfort, hope that God 
will return unto us in Favour, and bleſs us; that he 
will fave us from our Enemies, and from the De- 

ſolation and Ruin of War; that he will fight our 
Battles for us, and give us Victory; and that, in 
his own Time, he will reſtore Peace on fafe and 
honourable Terms; and grant to us, and our Poſte- 
rity, the quiet Enjoyment of our Rights, Liberties 
and Properties; with a religious Fear of God, 
a dutiful Obedience, and quiet Submiſſion to thoſe 
whom God ſhall, from Time to Time, ſet over us, 
to govern and protect us. — 
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